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SUBJECT: MEDIA COVERAGE: ANBASSADOR MAISTB'S MEETING 


WITH PRESIDERTIAL CANBIDATE RUGO CHAVEZ 


REFERENCE: CARAGAS 2912 (C) 


J. SUMMARY: AMBASSADBR MAISTO’S 9/25 BREAKFAST MEETING 
WITN VENEZUELAN PRES JDENTIAL CANDIDATE HUGO CHAVEZ 
REF TEL) ATIRACTER CONSIDERABLE MEBIA ATTENTION. CHAVEZ, 
WHO CURRENTLY LEADS VENEZUELAN PUBLIC OPINION POLLS, #8 
IHELIGIBLE FOR A U.S. VISA BECAUSE DF RIS ROLE AS LEAOER 
DF AN UNSUCCESSFUL 1992 COUP, AMBASSADOR’ S INFORMAL 


PRESS GONFERENCE FOLLOWING THE MEETING NOTEB THAT TNE 
AMBASSABOR WAS WEETING WITH ALL PRESIDENTIAL CAHDIDATES 
AND THAT THE U.S.°S INTEREST 2S HOT WHO WILL WIN THE 
DECEMBER 6 ELECTIONS, BUY RATHER THAY THE PROCESS BE 
CBNSTITUT TONAL AND TRANSPARENT. END SUMMARY. 


THE HEADLINES 


2. AMBASSADBR MEY SEPTEMBER 25 WIJH PRES{OENT IAL 
CANDIDATE HUGO CHAVEZ AS PART OF A SERIES OF MEETINGS 
WITH ALL PRESIDENTIAL CANDICATES FDR THE ELECTION TD BE 
HELO BECEMBER 6. CHAVEZ AND THE AMBASSADBR KELB 
SEPARATE INFORMAL PRESS CONFERENCES FBLLOWING THE 
MEETINGS. SANPLE SEPTEMBER 26 HEADLINES: “U.S. WILL 
SUPPORT A CONSTITUTIONAL AND DEMOCRATIC VEKEZUELAN 
GOVERNMENT: THE U.S. AMBASSADOR ANB (CANDIDATE CRAVEZ} 
AGREE ON THE NEED TO MAINTAIN BILATERAL ANB TRABE 
RELATIONS BETWEEN BOTH COUNTRIES -- MAISTO AND CRAVEZ 
SPOKE FOR FOUR HOURS” ISIC -- THE MEETING LASTEB A 
LITTLE MORE THAN THREED-- INFLUENTIAL NATIONAL LIBERAL 
DAILY "EL NACIONAL"? “HUGO CNAVE2 AFFIRHS GUARANTEES FOR 
FOREIGN SMVESTORS -- "WE WILL RESPECT GUR GOOD RELAT(ORS 
WITH THE U.S.°" -- LEABING CONSERVATIVE NATIBHAL DAILY 
"EL UNIVERSAL”; “U.S. VOWS TO RESPECT OUTCOME OF 
ELEGTION -- CHAVEZ ASSURES HE Witt RONOR ALL THE 
ACGBRDS” -- ENGLISH-LANGUAGE OAltY "TRE DAILY JOURNAL": 
WIDELY READ IN THE iNTERHAT/OHAL BUSINESS GOMMUNITY: 
"ACCORDS WITH U.S. WILL ROT BE ALTERED’ -- LIBERAL 
NATIONAL DAILY "EL GLOBO"s “JOHN HAISTO EXPLAINS 
CARDINAL PDIRTS OF U.S. POLICY [0 VENEZUELAN CANDIDATES" 


ANO “CHAVEZ AND JGHN MAISTO SPEND THREE HOURS REVIEWING 
THE CBUNTRY’S ELECTORAL SITUATION” -- POPULAR NATIONAL 
BAILY TABLOID "ULTIMAS NOTICIAS": “THERE ARE CREDIBELITY 
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PROBLEMS: AND TREY CHALLENGE THE PBLITICAL CLASS -- 
CANDIDAIES’ STATEMENTS AFFECT DECISIBNS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT AND BF INVESTDRS, U.S. AMBASSADDR JDRN'HAISTD 
AFFIRMS” --POPULAR NATIONAL DAILY "2081". TRE NEETING 
WAS THE LEAB STORY ON ALL VEWEZUELAR TV NETWORKS FRIDAY 
EVENING. FEATURING EXTERSIVE FOOTAGE OF TNE INFORMAL + 
SEPARATE POST-BREAXFAST PRESS CONFERENCES OF CHAVEZ AND 
THE AMBASSADOR. 


J. CNAVEZ’S CAMP NAB ANHOUNCED RE BREAKFAST MEETING IN 
ADVANCE. SINCE MANY IN THE NEBIA RAD BEEN REPORTING TRAT 
TNE VISA QUESTION WAS KEY [0 U.S. -CHAVEZ RELATIONS: IT 
BAB BEEN SUGGESTED THAT FRIOAY’S ENCOUNTER WOULD SIGNAL 
A CBANGE {H CNAVE2'S STATUS. PAGE BNE BANNER HEADL tHE 
IH WATIONAL BAILY “EL DIARIO DE CARACAS SEPTEMBER 25 
READ, “IW SEARCK OF & VISA -- HUGD CHAVEZ BREAKFASTS 
WITH U.S, AMBASSADOR", IN THEIR SUBSEQUENT PRESS 
CONFERENCES. HOWEVER: BOTH CHAUEZ ANC THE AMBASSADOR 
COULB REPORT THAT THE QUESTIBN OF CHAVEZ'S VISA NEWER 
GAHE UP BURING THEIR DISCUSS/ONS. 


4. ALL MEBIA NOTED AMB. MAISTB’S EMPHASIS THAT TRE U.S. 
INTEREST WAS THAT THE DECEMBER ELECTIONS BE FREE+ FAIR: 
CONSTITUTIONAL ANB TRANSPARENT. THEY ALL ALSO REPORTED 
THAT THE AMBASSADGR’S MEETIRG WITN CHAVEZ WAS ONLY ONE 

OF A SERFES OF MEETINGS KE HOPED TO HAVE WITH ALL 


_PRESIOENTIAL CANO IOATES. 


5. AMBASSADOR HAISTO’S MEETING WEIR CANBIDATE CHAVEZ, 
AND THE SUBSEQUENT MEDIA COVERAGE. HELPED PUT 10 REST 
SOME OF THE MYTHOLOGY CBNCERNING THE U.S. ROLE IM THE 
DPCOMING ELECTIBNS: 


MYTH ND. [ -- THE U.S. 1S ARTI-CHAVEZ, : 
IN FACT; =MEOIA COVERAGE GARRIED TRE MESSAGE THAT TRE 


U.S. WAS HOT CONCERNED WITH WHB WiRS TRE ELECTION, BUT. 
INSTEAD, WiTH HOW TRE ELECTIGN JS CONBUCTED. 


AYTH NO. 2 -~ AMBASSADOR MAISTO’S MEETIMG WITH CHAVEZ 
NEARS THAT THE EMBASSY ASSUMES CHAVEZ 1S THE NEXT 
VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT. 


(N EACE: COVERAGE POINTEO BUI THAT THE AMBASSADOR PLAKS 
JO MEET WITH ALL CANDIDATES REGARDLESS OF POLL STANDING. 


MYTH MD. 3 -- THE MEETING SIGHALED TRAT CHAVEZ WOULD 
RECEIVE AUS, VISA. 


IN FACT: QUOTING BO7H CHAVEZ AND AMBASSADOR MAISTO: THE 
MEDIA ACCURATELY REPORTED THAT THE VISA QUESTION NEVER 


AROSE. 
6, COMMENT: TRE AMBASSADOR’S HEETING WITH CHAVEZ» ANO 


THE HiGH UISIRILETY GIVEN TD UT, RELIEVED MUCK OF THE 
TENSION AND UNCERTAINTY THAT HAS BEEN MANUFACTURED ABOUT 
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U.S. - VENEZUELAN RELATIONS UNDER A POSSIBLE CHAVEZ 

THE QUESTION OF A U.S, VISA FOR CHAVE2 HAY 

CONTINUE TO BE A CAMPAIGN ISSUE BUT THE FACT THAT THE 

U.S, HAS NOT CHANCED IFS POSITION SHOULD WO LONGER BE IN 

DOUBT: AT THE SAME TIMEs AMBASSADOR MAISTO DEL IVEREO 

THE CLEAR AWD WIDELY REPORTED MESSAGE TWAT THE U.S. 

EXPECTS NOTHING LESS THAN ABHERENCE TO DEMOCRATIC: 

CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES IM THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS AND 


PRESIDENCY. 


IM THE FOLLOW-ON GOVERNMENT. 


FINALLY. THE FACT THAT THE 


AMBASSADOR PROPOSES 10 MEET WITH AS MANY OF THE 
PRESTDENTIAL CANDIDATES AS POSSIBLE BELIES THE NOTION 
THAT THE US. IS PLAYING FAVORITES, AMO CEMENTS THE FACT 


THAT THE U.S. FRTEREST US TR THE PROCESS. NOT THE £ 
CANDIDATES. END COMMENT. 
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